


What do you think?
If you were to compare Europe and the United States, 

which of the two civilizations would you say is...

ắ ...further along in the process of secularization?

ắ ...facing the greater pressure of Islamization?

ắ ...more likely to promote interfaith dialogue for its

own survival?

ắ ...more likely to persecute Bible-believing

Christians?

ắ ...is in greater need of evangelism and church

planting?





CROSS-CURRENTS of
RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY

in POST -CHRISTIAN
EUROPE



EUROPE IS 
RELIGIOUSLY DIVERSE 
AS NEVER BEFORE!



The Challenge:

ÅCreate unity 

despite diversity

The Methods:

1. Focus on commonalities, marginalize 

differences, oré

2. Impose one religion by force



òIs it really that diverse? 

I always thought 

Europe was the land 

of Gothic cathedrals!ó



WHAT IS THE 

POST-CHRISTIAN 
AGENDA ?

The cathedrals are still 
around, but we live in a 

POST-CHRISTIAN ERA



épush 
Christendomõs

assumptions and
traditions

to the 
margins

éin hopes it 
will disappear

éand
Humanism 
will reign!



ÅRenaissance 
(12th-15th centuries)

ÅReformation
(16th-17th centuries)

ÅReason 
(18th century 
Enlightenment)

ÅRomanticism
(19th century)

ÅRevolution 
(20th century)

ÅRepopulation 
(late 20th & early 21st

century)

How did we get here?



What assumptions & traditions?

Å Objective truth

Å Moral absolutes

Å Man created in image of God

Å Sanctity of marriage

Å Sanctity of human life

Å Submission to authority

Å Love for God the supreme good

Å Self-sacrificing love for neighbor 

Å Life after death

Å Judgment by a holy God

Å Sacraments relate man to God

Å No truth exists

Å Morality is subjective

Å Man a product of evolution

Å Marriage a social convention

Å Human life subject to the state

Å Individualôs authority

Å Self-fulfillment supreme good

Å Tolerance for neighbor

Å No life after death

Å No judgment because no God

Å Sacraments replaced by

spirituality without guilt

Å No truth exists

Å Morality is subjective

Å Man a product of evolution

Å Marriage a social convention

Å Human life subject to the state

Å Individualôs authority

Å Self-fulfillment supreme good

Å Tolerance for neighbor

Å No life after death

Å No judgment because no God

Å Sacraments replaced by

spirituality without guilt



ñPostchristianity is the 

decline of Christianity, 

particularly in Europe, 

in the 20th century, 

considered in terms of 

postmodernism. It may 

include personal world 

views, ideologies, 

religious movements or

societies that are no longer rooted in the language 

and assumptions of Christianity, though it had 

previously been in an environment of ubiquitous 

Christianity (i.e., Christendom). é



ñThus defined, a post-Christian world is one where 

Christianity is no longer the dominant civil religion, 

but one that has, gradually over extended periods 

of time, assumed values, culture, and worldviews 

that are not necessarily Christian (and further may 

not necessarily reflect any world religion's 

standpoint). This situation applies to much of 

Europe, in particular in Central and Northern 

Europe, where no more than half of the residents in 

those lands profess belief in a transcendent, 

personal and monotheistically-conceived deity.ò

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postchristian, accessed 25 Nov 09



The repopulation issue

ÅRetreat from colonialism

ÅGenerous welfare states

ÅNational Europeans low natality

ÅLooming bill for aging pensioners

ÅMass immigration to maintain the labor 
force

ÅAccelerating diversity of ethnicity and 
religion



The Challenge:

ÅCreate unity 

despite diversity

The Methods:

ÅFocus on commonalities, marginalize 

differences

ÅImpose one religion by force



Jesuit church, Heidelberg, Baroque style

Can Roman Catholicism 
create unity in diversity?



Region
Total 

Population
Catholics

% Catholics in 

region

% of Catholics 

worldwide

Balkans 65,903,464 6,562,775 9.95% 0.16%

Central 

Europe
74,591,476 55,787,176 74.8% 5.19%

Eastern 

Europe
228,118,665 9,702,334 4.25% 0.90%

Western 

Europe
381,458,905 211,466,942 55.43% 19.67%

TOTAL 728,571,703 283,916,457 32.42% 24.97%

Roman Catholicism in Europe

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2122.html



Roman Catholicism in Europe

Among the worldôs ten largest Catholic communities, four 

are European (Italy, France, Spain and Poland)

BUTé

Å Catholic baptisms declined 34% in period 1975-1990

Å Catholics weddings declined 41% in same period

Å In 2004 only fifteen men were ordained to the priesthood 

in all of Ireland

Å Sexual abuse scandals have hit the newspapers in 

France, England and Ireland

Philip Jenkins, Godôs Continent: Christianity, Islam and Europeôs Religious Crisis

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 26-36.



Roman Catholicism in Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholicism_in_Europe



Percentage of belief in God
http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_225_report_en.pdf


