


=3 What do-you think? -

Iif you were to compare Europe and the United States,
which of the two civilizations would you say IS...

a ...further along in the process of secularization?

a ...facing the greater pressure of Islamization?

a ...more likely to promote interfaith dialogue for its
own survival?

a ...more likely to persecute Bible-believing
Christians?

a ...is in greater need of evangelism and church
planting?
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he Ghallenge:

A Create unity
despite diversity

The Methods:
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1. Focus on commonalities, marginalize
di fferences, or é

2. Impose one religion by force




“Is it really that civerse?
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gethere?

A Renaissance
(121-15" centuries)

A Reformation
(16171 centuries)

A Reason
(18" century
Enlightenment)

A Romanticism
(19t century)

A Revolution
(20t century)

A Repopulation
(late 20t & early 215t
century)




What assumptions & traditions?

Too oo oo o o o o o o o I

Objective truth No truth exist
Mor al absolutle8 Morality is su
Man created ipnA Manmeaopr cgduct
Sanctity of mhA Magriage a soc
Sanctity of huMmaHumanmelife sub
Submi ssion to |Autmdirvigual 6s a
Love for God t A cSfalflifentsupremegaeod d
Saadriffcing love for neighbor/ A Tol er ance f or
Life after deaAhNo I|ife after
Judgment by al AocNg jcedgment be
Sacraments rellAtBacecrament Sodep
spirituality without guilt
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Postchristranity iIs the
decline of Christianity,
particularly in Europe,
In the 20th century,
considered in terms of
postmodernism. It may
Include personal world
views, ideologies,
religious movements or
societies that are no longer rooted in the language
and assumptions of Christianity, though it had
previously been in an environment of ubiquitous
Christianity (i.e., Christendom). é
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n'T hus --def i-@Ghastian wald 19 omeswhere
Christianity 1S no longer the dominant civil religion,
but one that has, gradually over extended periods
of time, assumed values, culture, and worldviews
that are not necessarily Christian (and further may
not necessarily reflect any world religion's
standpoint). This situation applies to much of
Europe, In particular in Central and Northern
Europe, where no more than half of the residents In
those lands profess belief in a transcendent,
personal and monotheistically-c oncei ved d

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postchristian, accessed 25 Nov 09




A Accelerating diversity of ethnicity and
religion




The Challenge: W

A Create unity B %
despite diversity g 2"

The Methods: * %

A Focus on commonalities, marginalize
differences

A Impose one religion by force
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Jesuit church, Heidelberg, Baroque style



Roman Gath ouoisIiTy 1M EUEOPE

. Total : 0% Catholics in % of Catholics

Region : Catholics . :
Population region worldwide

Balkans | 65,903.464 6,562,775 9.95% 0.16%
Central | -/ 591 476 55,787,176 74.8% 5.19%
Europe

Eastern | 559118 665 9,702,334 4.25% 0.90%
Europe

Western | 291 458905 | 211,466,942 55.43% 19.67%
Europe

JIORV\NN /28,571,703 283,916,457

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2122.html

32.42%

24.97%
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Roman Gath ouoisIiTy 1M EUEOPE

Among t he- worlidos - t.en l-arges
are European (ltaly, France, Spain and Poland)
BUT e

A Catholic baptisms del990i ned
A Catholics weddings decline

A In 2004 only fifteen men w
in all of Ireland

A Sexual abuse scandal s have
France, England and Ireland
Philip Jenkins, Godo6s Continent: Christianity, | sl ar

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 26-36.

7)/ s



Roman Catholicism in Europe

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholicism_in_Europe




Percentage of belief in God

http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs 225 report_en.pdf




